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Old Lyme Area Cable Advisory Council

October 7 2015
Minutes
Present: Peter Sielman(Salem), Gary Mezzi(East Haddam BOE), Cathy Frank(Old Lyme), Russ Gomes( State Advisory Council rep.), Pam Munro(Salem BOE) ; John Bairos(Comcast), Lynn Perry(Comcast Public Access)
Absent: Tim Devlin(Old Lyme), Brian Bowes(Lyme)
Call to Order 
Chairman Peter Sielman called the meeting to order at 7:40pm.

Approval of Minutes
A motion was made by Russ Gomes and seconded by Gary Mezzi, to approve the minutes of July 2015. Motion passed.
Peter asked if any progress had been made to videotape scholarship awardees. Gary will contact Austin Gometz and ask if he’d like to submit a video. Austin is a videographer studying in California.
  

Treasurer’s Report
Cathy Frank reported a balance in Council checking and savings accounts of $15931.24.

Statewide Video Council Report     
Russ Gomes said there has not been a meeting of the Statewide Council since the last Old Lyme Council meeting. A Statewide Council meeting is scheduled for the end of the month.
Comcast Report    
John Bairos distributed information on the C-Span StudentCam2016 competition, and on Comcast’s Internet Essentials program. Now in its 4th year, Internet Essentials provides affordable internet ($9.95 monthly) to families who qualify for the National School Lunch program. He also updated the Council on some programming changes,  likely due to contractual issues.

Peter asked if any progress had been made by Comcast toward a la carte offerings. John spoke about the evolution of the industry. Comcast offers on demand as well as dvr options for subscribers. Many channels, including premium channels, offer internet access to their programming. Comcast offers a variety of subscription packages but selecting individual programs is not among the options. John suggested the option would be cost prohibitive to subscribers, and it would most likely be less costly to choose a different tier or subscription package rather than a single program.

Public Access Report    
Lynn Perry has been exploring social media options for communicating about public access programs. She will provide a demo of Twitter and Periscope at the next (January 2016) Council meeting. Lynn & John referred Council members to Comcast’s On Demand/Get Local for a Dating on Demand program, and to Comcast Newsmakers.
Lynn has been networking with other public access studios  which has led to a sharing of shows. She has three training classes scheduled this month.

Pam said she has been in contact with the local (Salem) historical society, encouraging them to submit videos they have already produced to air on public access. 
 

Old Business
· Senior Center Support Discussion
Cathy said the Council discussed the possibility of providing some kind of support to seniors in Council towns one year ago, and agreed to continue exploring options. The topic was precipitated by a letter from an Old Lyme resident concerned about the increasing cost of cable service. 
Peter suggested providing materials to seniors about options available to them via Comcast. Members also proposed taping senior center programs to air on public access. Lynn Perry could provide training on Comcast equipment. 

The topic will be included on the agenda of the next (January 2016) meeting.  
New Business
· Scholarship Committee Report
Pam and Gary updated the scholarship application for 2016 and distributed the final document to members. Pam and Gary will provide the application to the four high schools in the Council area. Cathy will send out a press release, copying Pam and Gary so they’ll have recipients’ email addresses for future use.

· Set 2016 Meeting Schedule

Meetings were scheduled for the 2nd week of the month in January, April, July and October:

Thursday, January 14 (Salem Town Offices)

Wednesday, April 13 (East Haddam at Hale-Ray High School)

Thursday, July 14 (Old Lyme Town Hall)

Thursday, October 13 (Lyme tba)
Public Comment 
None
Adjournment
A motion was made by Pam Munro to adjourn at 8:20pm.

Catherine Frank
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